
 

 

 

 
         

 

Grace Episcopal Church 

A Parish Church in the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta 

established 1828 

 

        

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12, 2026 

                                                 

  

Our Mission 

Grace Episcopal Church is a congregation in communion with all that is in God, seen and unseen.  
We are led by the example of Jesus Christ and are empowered by the Holy Spirit  

to support each other through prayer, formation, worship, and service.  
  

Our Vision 

We will welcome all with kindness, acceptance, and love, with God’s help.  
We are Grace, grounded in faith and relentless in compassion. 
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Holy Eucharist Rite I     8:15AM 

 

Helpful notes: The 8:15 early service is a simple, contemplative service that offers you a time and space for prayer. It uses the more 
traditional language that can be found within the Anglican Tradition and primarily comes from the earlier 1928 Book of Common 
Prayer. Please feel free to take advantage of the quiet space before the service begins for your personal devotions.  

Community Minute  

Opening Acclamation    BCP 323  

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

Collect for Purity     BCP 323  

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Gloria      BCP 324 

The Collect of the Day  

O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy people who call upon thee, and grant that they may both 
perceive and know what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfill the same; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13 Leaflet, page 4    

Psalm 119:105-112    Leaflet, page 5   

The Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11 Leaflet, page 5  

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 Leaflet, page 6 

The Homily: The Rev. Andrea Corso Johnson 

The Nicene Creed    Leaflet, page 6                                                   

The Prayers of the People  Leaflet, page 7 

The Confession and Absolution BCP 330 

The Peace       

The Offertory  

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer I  BCP 333  

The Lord’s Prayer     BCP 336  

The Breaking of the Bread   BCP 337  

Communion of the People  

Prayer after Communion   BCP 339  

The Blessing  

The Dismissal      BCP 339  
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Holy Eucharist Rite II     10:45AM 

Prelude The Cross of Christ  George N. Allen, arr. Joyce Jones 

Community Minute  

At the Procession: Hymn 365  Moscow 

Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Song of Praise: Hymn 594  verse 1  Cwm Rhondda 

Collect of the Day  

Celebrant The Lord be with you.    
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may know and understand 
what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

The First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13 Reader: 8:15/Linden Gaspar, 10:45/Nancy Richardson     

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
 and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
 and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
For you shall go out in joy, 
 and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall burst into song, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
 for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 119:105-112  chanted by the congregation Leader: 8:15/Linden Gaspar  BCP 772 

 

 
 

105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 

and a light upon my path. 

106 I have sworn and am determined * 

to keep your righteous judgments. 

107 I am deeply troubled; * 

preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 

108 Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, * 

and teach me your judgments. 

109 My life is always in my hand, * 

yet I do not forget your law. 

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 

but I have not strayed from your commandments. 

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 

truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 

for ever and to the end. 

The Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11 Reader: 8:15/Rachel Pearson, 10:45/Chip Branch     

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free 
from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that 
is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit 
of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give 
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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At the Sequence: Hymn 453  verses 1 & 3  Jacob’s Ladder   

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat 
there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went 
out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun 
rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 
comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures 
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for 
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the 
word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, 
who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Homily: The Rev. Andrea Corso Johnson 

The Nicene Creed  Please stand 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People  Leader: 8:15/Linden Gaspar, 10:45/Susan Carlson    

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us offer our prayers, saying, "Christ, have mercy." 

For people far and near, that we all may be one, let us pray. 
Christ, have mercy. 

For the Episcopal Church, for Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Rob our Bishop, and for all God's people, let us pray. 
Christ, have mercy. 

For this nation and its leaders, that they may govern with compassion and empathy, let us pray. 
Christ, have mercy. 

For the care of earth and the well-being of all creation, let us pray. 
Christ, have mercy. 

For the people of our community who face hardships, and for those who help to ease the burdens of others, let us pray. 
Christ, have mercy. 

For those who suffer from illness, especially Craig Sturken, parishioner, and Greg Johnson, son of Carol Johnson, that they 
may be granted healing and comfort, let us pray. 
Christ, have mercy. 

For the many gifts God has given us, and for the gratitude in our hearts, let us pray. 
Christ, have mercy. 

For those we love but see no longer, especially Sheila Johnson, and for those who grieve, let us pray. 
Christ, have mercy. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

The Confession and Absolution Enriching Our Worship, p 56 

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will. Amen. 
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The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or suitable Collect. 

The Peace    

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

The Offertory Anthem  Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley  arr. Gordon Myers, Emily Hobson-Gallardo, alto 

Jesus walked this lonesome valley, He had to walk it by himself.  
Oh, nobody else could walk it for him, He had to walk it by himself. 

We must walk this lonesome valley, we have to walk it by ourselves.  
Oh, nobody else can walk it for us, we have to walk it by ourselves. 

We must clasp our hands together, we have to clasp them in the air.  
Oh, nobody else can clasp them for us, we have to clasp them by ourselves.  

We must lift our hearts to heaven, we have to lift them up ourselves.  
Oh, nobody else can lift them for us, the prayer of brotherhood is there. 

At the Presentation: Hymn 380  verses 1 & 3 Old 100th 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer 1  Please stand as you are able.  Enriching Our Worship, p 57  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of mercy. You have filled us 
and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into 
one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as 
we sing (say): 

Sanctus: Hymn S114   Hymns beginning with an S are found in the service music section at the front of the hymnal. 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own image and called us to 
dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your 
bountiful grace.  

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; 
and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and 
prepared the way of salvation for all people. 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the 
wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal 
Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving 
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy 
Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled 
with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, 
that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and 
ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Fraction Anthem: Hymn S155  

Celebrant Behold who you are: The Body of Christ. 
People  May we become what we receive. 

Please be seated. Ushers will guide the congregation forward for Holy Communion. To receive, proceed up the center aisle and 
kneel or stand at the rail in front of the altar. If you do not wish to receive the consecrated bread and wine, simply cross your 
arms over your chest. We will offer a blessing for you as we share in Holy Communion. Return to your seat by the side aisles. 

Communion Music  

 Hymn 524   St. Thomas  

 Hymn 525    Aurelia  
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Prayer after Communion      Please kneel or stand as you are able.  Enriching Our Worship, p 69  

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, 
you have fed us 
with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us 
with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 

with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth 

in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 

and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Closing Hymn 541    Ora Labora 

The Dismissal 

Postlude Toccata in C   Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
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FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

• Please sign up today if you’d like to join us for the Sunday Supper Movie Night next Sunday, July 19 at 6 PM. 
• Charis Circles will meet at 10:30 AM this Wednesday, July 15. 
• Banta Whitner, LCSW, will be with us for the 2026 Park Lecture on Saturday, August 8 from 9 AM - 3 PM. Together, 

we will reflect on how ancestral lineage healing can help repair generational wounds, transform inherited patterns, and 
support personal and collective healing. Learn more and register at www.gracechurchgainesville.org/park-lecture 

• Save the date, September 25 & 26, for our fall retreat with Samantha Krezinski, River Guerguerian, Bobbi Patterson, 
Michael Heffernan, Emily Leithauser, and more. 

THINGS TO NOTE 

• Welcome Guest Preacher, The Rev. Andrea Corso Johnson. 
• The 2026 school supply drive, benefitting Lula, Myers, & Tadmore Elementary Schools, runs until July 26. Pick up a 

backpack in the parish hall and fill it with supplies, or give online at www.gracechurchgainesville.org/egiving 

• Explore the Glimpses of Grace podcast on your podcast app of choice or at www.gracechurchgainesville.org/podcast.  
• Regular Sunday CE classes are on summer break and will resume on August 9. 
• Prayer is at the heart of our life as a faith community. Grace Church invites members of the parish to request prayer at 

www.gracechurchgainesville.org/prayer. 
• We invite visitors and newcomers to fill out a Welcome Card, online at www.gracechurchgainesville.org/welcome or in 

the pew (and dropped in the offering plate), so we can share information about Grace and answer any questions. 
• The nursery is located in the children’s education wing and is available to all children age 4 and under on Sunday 

mornings from 9 AM until noon.  
• Services at Grace Church are live-streamed/recorded so that we may include those who cannot be with us physically. 

www.gracechurchgainesville.org/photo-video-policy. 

 

COPYRIGHTS & PERMISSIONS 

All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-701954).  

Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Pension Fund, except where noted below: 
H594 Words: Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969), alt., By permission of the author; Music: Cwm Rhondda, John Hughes (1873-1932) | H380 
Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), para. of Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637-1711); Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de 
David, 1551, alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?) | S114 Setting from Missa de Santa Maria Magdalena, Healy Willan (1880-1968) By 
permission of Oxford University Press | S155 Setting: Gerald R. Near (b.1942); S155 © 1985 by Aureole Editions, Dallas Texas | Prelude The Cross 
of Christ, George N. Allen, arr. Joyce Jones | H365 Words: Anon., ca. 1757, alt.; Music: Moscow Felice de Giardini (1716-1796); harm. The New 
Hymnal, 1916, based on Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875, and Lowell Mason (1792-1872) | H453 H453 Words: English carol, ca. 18th cent.; 
Music: Jacob's Ladder, English folk melody | Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley, American Folk Hymn, arr. Gordon Myers, copyright 1991, 
Godron Myers | H524 Words: Timothy Dwight (1725-1817); Music: St. Thomas (Williams),  Melody Aaron Williams (1731-1776); harm. Lowell 
Mason (1792-1872) | H525 Words: Samuel John Stone (1839-1900); Music: Aurelia, Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876) | Postlude Toccata in C 
Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
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 THE EPISCOPAL The Right Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop 

 DIOCESE OF ATLANTA Website: www.episcopalatlanta.org 

  

 GRACE CHURCH  Main entrance on Boulevard 

  Office address: 422 Brenau Avenue, Gainesville, GA  30501 

  Office Hours: Monday - Thursday from 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

  Phone: 770-536-0126 

  Website: www.gracechurchgainesville.org 
   

 CLERGY & STAFF The Rev. Stuart Higginbotham, DMin, Rector, stuart@gracechurchgainesville.org 

   The Rev. Brandon Nonnemaker, EdD, Associate Rector for Family Ministries and Discipleship 

                brandon@gracechurchgainesville.org   

  Lynn Swanson, Music Director/Organist, lswanson@gracechurchgainesville.org 

  Sr. Genevieve Lynn, OSB, Pastoral Assistant, sistergl@gracechurchgainesville.org   

  Reba Page, Parish Administrator/Finance, rpage@gracechurchgainesville.org 

  Jennifer Williams, Director of Communication, jwilliams@gracechurchgainesville.org 

  Jeremy Landers, Facility Manager, jlanders@gracechurchgainesville.org 

  Jessica Voyles, Assistant for Finance and Operations, jvoyles@gracechurchgainesville.org 

  Meg McPeek, Assistant for Formation and Community Life, mmcpeek@gracechurchgainesville.org  

  Mike McPeek, Worship Technology Assistant 
   

  PRIEST ASSOCIATES, RETIRED 

  The Rev. David B. Powell  

  The Rev. Betsy Jennings Powell, MD 

  The Rev. Cynthia Park, PhD 

  

  VESTRY & OFFICERS   

  Term ends 2027 Sue Bowron  

    Kimberley Boyd, Junior Warden 

    Steve Carlson  

    Cheryl Kelley  

  Term ends 2028 Jim Bradley  

    Jo Brewer  

    Jeff Whalen  

    Jason Voyles, Senior Warden 

  Term ends 2029 Laura Rives  

    Tracy Troutman 

    Ben Wagner  

    Spencer Walker  

  Rachel Pearson, Treasurer 

  Doug McDuff, Assistant Treasurer 

  Rob Harris, Clerk of the Vestry 

   

  

 CHILDREN OF GRACE  Office Hours: 9 AM – 1PM 

 PRESCHOOL Phone: 770-536-9088    

  Website: www.gracechurchgainesville.org/cog 

  Denise Wilkins, Director, dwilkins@gracechurchgainesville.org 

  Koleigh Turner, Assistant Director, kturner@gracechurchgainesville.org 


