Grace Episcopal Church

A Parish Church in the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta
established 1828

Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2026

Our Mission
Grace Episcopal Church is a congregation in communion with all that 1s in God, seen and unseen.
We are led by the example of Jesus Christ and are empowered by the Holy Spirit
to support each other through prayer, formation, worship, and service.

Our Vision
We will welcome all with kindness, acceptance, and love, with God’s help.
We are Grace, grounded in faith and relentless in compassion.






Holy Fucharist Rite I~ 8:15AM

Helpful notes: The 8:15 early service is a simple, contemplative service that offers you a time and space for prayer. It uses the more
traditional language that can be found within the Anglican Tradition and primarily comes from the carlier 1928 Book of Common
Prayer. Please feel free to take advantage of the quiet space before the service begins for your personal devotions.

Community Minute

Opening Acclamation BCP 323
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen!

People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Collect for Purity BCP 323

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria BCP 324
The Collect of the Day

O God, who hast prepared for those who love thee such good things as pass man's understanding: Pour into our hearts such
love toward thee, that we, loving thee in all things and above all things, may obtain thy promises, which exceed all that we can
desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

The First Reading: Acts 17:22-31 Leatlet, page 4
Psalm 66:7-18 Leaflet, page 5
The Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22 Leaflet, page 5
The Gospel Reading: John 14:15-21 Lealflet, page 6
The Homily: Aidan Voyles

The Nicene Creed Leallet, page 6
The Prayers of the People: Form VI BCP 392
The Peace

The Offertory

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer I BCP 333
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 336
The Breaking of the Bread BCP 337
Communion of the People

Prayer after Communion BCP 339
The Blessing

The Dismissal BCP 339



Holy Eucharist Rite I 10:45AM

Prelude Morn Jacques Lemmens
Community Minute

At the Procession: Hymn 400 verses 1, 4, 5, 7 Lasst uns erfreuen
The Easter Acclamation

Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ 1s risen!

People The Lord is nisen mdeed! Alleluia!
Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria S278 Hymns beginning with an S are found in the service music section at the front of the hymnal.
Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such
love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we
can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.
The First Reading: Acts 17:22-31 Reader: 8:15/Edith Collins, 10:45/Mae McPeek

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went
through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “T'o an
unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and
everything in it, he who 1s Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of
the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed
he 1s not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have
said,

‘For we too are his offspring.’

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity 1s like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art
and mmagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom

he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 66: 7-18 Leader: 8:15/Edith Collins, 10:45/Isaac McPeek BCP 674

7  Bless our God, you peoples; *
make the voice of his praise to be heard;
8  Who holds our souls in life, *
and will not allow our feet to slip.
9  For you, O God, have proved us; *
you have tried us just as silver 1s tried.
10 You brought us into the snare; *
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
11 You let enemies ride over our heads;
we went through fire and water; *
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings
and will pay you my vows, *
which I promised with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.
13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts
with the smoke of rams; *
I will give you oxen and goats.
14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, *
and I will tell you what he has done for me.
15 I called out to him with my mouth, *
and his praise was on my tongue.
16 If I had found evil in my heart, *
the Lord would not have heard me;
17 But in truth God has heard me; *
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *
nor withheld his love from me.

The Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22 Reader: 8:15/Linden Gaspar, 10:45/Keaton Gossett

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what 1s good? But even if you do suffer for doing what 1s right, you are
blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to
make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and
reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in
Christ may be put to shame. For it 1s better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing
evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put
to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who
in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few,
that 1s, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt
from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into
heaven and 1s at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

At the Sequence: Hymn 510 St. Agnes

(&2



The Gospel Reading: John 14:15-21

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. This 1s the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be 1n you.

”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me;
because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who
have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and 1
will love them and reveal myself to them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily: Aidan Voyles
The Nicene Creed A/l stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that 1s, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
m accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended 1nto heaven
and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe 1n one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of the People written by our youth Leader: JR Walker
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to God, saying “Lord, hear our prayer.”

We adore you, God, and enjoy your presence. Draw us closer to you. For being so awesome and for forgiving our sins, we
pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.

We are sorry, Lord. Change and transform our lives. For losing our tempers, getting unregulated, not having patience,
fighting with our siblings, over-thinking and ruminating, cheating, making fun of others, holding grudges, and judging others,
we pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.

We are thankful for the blessings of this life, Great Creator. For basketball and fishing; family and friends; good health,
mental health, and overall healthcare; school, summer, and the weekends; the moon, flowers, and God’s gifts; Jesus, law
enforcement, and those who protect; freewill and donuts, we pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.

We offer ourselves and our lives to you, O Sustainer. We pray for Mrs. Peggy, Cynthia, Fr. Stuart, Fr. Brandon, Magan,
Lindsay, and for those who grieve. For awareness and acceptance of others who are different than us and empathy; happy
and amazing lives; the wellbeing of others; our anxieties and those things that worry us or make us angry; just,
compassionate, and welcoming immigration policies; the Atlanta Hawks; our military and those who keep us safe; and our
families, we pray to the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer.

Grace Episcopal Church is a congregation in communion with all that is in God, seen and unseen. We are led by the
example of Jesus Christ and are empowered by the Holy Spirit to support each other through prayer, formation, worship,
and service.

We will welcome all with kindness, acceptance, and love, with God’s help. We are Grace, grounded in faith and relentless in
Ccompassior.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Offertory Anthem O for a closer walk with Thee William Cowper (1731-1800), Charles Villiers Stanford, (1852-1924)

O for a closer walk with God,
A calm and heavenly frame,
A light to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb!

Return, O holy Dove, return,

Sweet messenger of rest!

I hate the sins that made Thee mourn
And drove Thee from my breast.

So shall my walk be close with God,
Calm and serene my frame;

So purer light shall mark the road
That leads me to the Lamb.

At the Presentation: Hymn 174 verses [ & 2 Salzberg



The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A  Please stand as you are able. BCP 361

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 1t 1s right to give our thanks and praise.

It 1s right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth.

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he 1s the true
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and

by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus: Hymn S128

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen mnto sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole

world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave 1t to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This 1s my Body, which 1s given for you. Do this for the

remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctfy them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory 1s yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.



And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Celebrant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as 1t 1s in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The Fraction Anthem: Hymn S154

Celebrant Behold who you are: The Body of Christ.
People May we become what we receive.

Please be seated. Ushers will guide the congregation forward for Holy Communion. To receive, proceed up the center aisle and
kneel or stand at the rail in front of the altar. If you do not wish to receive the consecrated bread and wine, simply cross your

arms over your chest. We will ofter a blessing for you as we share in Holy Communion. Return to your seat by the side aisles.

Communion Music sung by all
S J

Hymn 398 Forest Green

Hymn 405 Royal Oak
Prayer after Communion  Please kneel or stand as you are able. BCP 365
Celebrant Let us pray.

FEternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

1 the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Closing Hymn 518 Westminster Abbey
The Dismissal

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluial
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude 7rumpet Tune in D David N. Johnson
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FOR YOUR CALENDAR

e Today i1s Youth Sunday! Thank you to these parishioners for helping lead the 10:45 AM service. Lectors: Mae McPeek,
Keaton Gossett; Psalm: Isaac McPeek; Preacher (8:15 & 10:45): Aidan Voyles; Intercessor: JR Walker; Ushers: Virginia
Munn, Harrison Flack, Patrick Flack; Oblationers: Caroline Dobda, Anna Kate Dobda; Acolytes: Emerson Gossett,
Aderyn Voyles, Benjamin Riedinger.

o Please stop in the greeting area between services this morning for a bake sale benefitting the 2026 youth pilgrimage to
Boston.

e  Graduate recognition is next Sunday, May 17! High school and college graduates, please submit the information form at
www.gracechurchgainesville.org/graduate before 9 AM on Monday, May 11 to be included in the slideshow.

o  Sr. Genevieve Lynn and Father Brandon will offer an intergenerational study of J.R.R. Tolkien's The Fellowship of the
Ring on Sundays, June 7 - July 26 (except July 5) during the 9:30 AM CE hour. Sign up on our website!

o Kids in rising PreK - 6th grade are mvited to join us for Vacation Bible School, June 22-26 from 9 AM - 12 PM. Get
details and register at www.gracechurchgainesville.org/vbs

THINGS TO NOTE

e The Community Food Pantry is looking for volunteers. See your newsletter for details.

e Explore the Glimpses of Grace podcast on your podcast app of choice or at www.gracechurchgainesville.org/podcast.
The latest episode marks the debut of a new series: the Outreach Mission Spotlight. In this inaugural spotlight, host
Bruce Leyton sits down with Cathy Drerup, Chairperson of Bloom Enterprises, a faith-based nonprofit dedicated to
ensuring adults with different abilities lead abundant, inclusive lives as contributing members of the community.

o Regular Sunday CE classes are on summer break and will resume in August.

e  Prayer 1s at the heart of our life as a faith community. Grace Church invites members of the parish to request prayer at
www.gracechurchgainesville.org/prayer.

o  We invite visitors and newcomers to fill out a Welcome Card, online at www.gracechurchgainesville.org/welcome or in
the pew (and dropped in the offering plate), so we can share information about Grace and answer any questions.

e The nursery is located n the children’s education wing and is available to all children age 4 and under on Sunday
mornings from 9 AM until noon.

e Services at Grace Church are live-streamed/recorded so that we may include those who cannot be with us physically.
www.gracechurchgainesville.org/photo-video-policy.

COPYRIGHTS & PERMISSIONS

All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-701954).

Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Pension Fund, except where noted below:

$278 William Mathias (b.1934); S278 ©1976, Oxford University Press, Inc | H174 Words: Latin, 1632; tr. Robert Campbell (1814-1868), alt; Music:
Salzberg, melody Jakob Hintze (1622-1708): harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) | S128 Setting: William Mathias (b.1934) © 1976, Oxford
University Press, Inc. | S154 Setting: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (h.1950), Copyright © 1981, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. | Prelude Morn, Jacques
Lemmens | H400 Words: Francis of Assisi (1182-1226); tr. Williams H. draper (1855-1933), alt.; Music: Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserlesne
Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1623: adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) By permission of Oxford University Press. | H510 Words:
Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.; Music: Saint Agnes, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) | O for a closer walk with Thee, Words by William Cowper (1731-
1800), Charles Villiers Stanford, (1852-1924) Melody: Scottish Psalter, 1635. | H398 Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.; Music: Forest Green,
English melody; adapt. And harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) By permission of Oxford University Press | H405 Words: Cecil Frances
Alexander (1818-1895); Music: Royal Oak, melody from 7The Dancing Master, 1686; Adapt. Martin Fallas Shaw (1875-1958); desc. Richard Proulx.(b.
1937), used by arrangement with G. Schirmer, Inc. Descant copyright © 1979, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. | H518 Words: Latin, ca. 7th cent.; tr. Hymns
Ancient and Modern, 1861, after John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt.; Music: Westminster Abbey, Henry Purcell (1659-1695), adapt.; desc. James
Gillespie (b. 1929) | Postlude 7rumpet Tune in D, David N. Johnson
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THE EPISCOPAL
DIOCESE OF ATLANTA

GRACE CHURCH

CLERGY & STAFF

CHILDREN OF GRACE
PRESCHOOL

The Right Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop

Website: www.episcopalatlanta.org

Main entrance on Boulevard

Ofhice address: 422 Brenau Avenue, Gainesville, GA 30501
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday from 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Phone: 770-536-0126

Website: www.gracechurchgainesville.org

The Rev. Stuart Higginbotham, DMin, Rector, stuart@gracechurchgainesville.org

The Rev. Brandon Nonnemaker, EdD, Associate Rector for Family Ministries and Discipleship
brandon@gracechurchgainesville.org

Lynn Swanson, Music Director/Organist, Iswanson@gracechurchgainesville.org

Sr. Genevieve Lynn, OSB, Pastoral Assistant, sistergl@gracechurchgainesville.org

Reba Page, Parish Administrator/Finance, rpage@gracechurchgainesville.org

Jennifer Williams, Director of Communication, jwilliams@gracechurchgainesville.org

Jeremy Landers, Facility Manager, jlanders@gracechurchgainesville.org

Jessica Voyles, Assistant for Finance and Operations, jvoyles@gracechurchgainesville.org

Meg McPeek, Assistant for Formation and Community Life, mmcpeek@gracechurchgainesville.org

Mike McPeek, Worship Technology Assistant

PRIEST ASSOCIATES, RETIRED
The Rev. David B. Powell

The Rev. Betsy Jennings Powell, MD
The Rev. Cynthia Park, PhD

VESTRY & OFFICERS
Term ends 2027 Sue Bowron
Kimberley Boyd, Junior Warden
Steve Carlson
Cheryl Kelley
Term ends 2028 Jim Bradley
Jo Brewer
Jeff Whalen
Jason Voyles, Senior Warden
Term ends 2029 Laura Rives
Tracy Troutman
Ben Wagner
Spencer Walker
Rachel Pearson, Treasurer
Doug McDuff, Assistant Treasurer
Rob Harris, Clerk of the Vestry

Office Hours: 9 AM - 1PM

Phone: 770-536-9088

‘Website: www.gracechurchgainesville.org/cog

Denise Wilkins, Director, dwilkins@gracechurchgainesville.org

Koleigh Turner, Assistant Director, kturner@gracechurchgainesville.org
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