Historic Grace Episcopal Church
A Parish Church in the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta
Est. 1828

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost Year B
The Feast of the Holy Cross
September 12, 2021

Holy Eucharist Rite I

8:15AM

The 8:15 early service is a simple, contemplative service that offers you a time and space for prayer. It uses the more traditional language that can be found within the Anglican Tradition and primarily comes from the earlier 1928 Book of Common Prayer. Please feel free to take advantage of the quiet space before the service begins for your personal devotions.
Community Minute
The Word of God
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

BCP 323

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
BCP 323
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria

BCP 324

The Collect of the Day
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct
and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
The First Reading: Wisdom 7:26-8:1

Leaflet, page 3

Psalm 116:1-8

Leaflet, page 3

The Second Reading: James 3:1-12

Leaflet, page 4

The Gospel Reading: Mark 8:27-38

Leaflet, page 4

The Homily: The Rev. Dr. Stuart Higginbotham
The Renewal of Baptismal Vows

BCP 292

The Prayers of the People Form III

BCP 387

The Confession of Sin and Absolution

BCP 330

The Peace

BCP 332

The Offertory
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer I

BCP 333

The Lord’s Prayer

BCP 336

Communion of the People
Prayer after Communion

BCP 339

The Blessing
The Dismissal

BCP 339

Page 1

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Prelude

10:45AM

Entrata Festiva

Flor Peeters

Community Minute

The Word of God
Opening Hymn 473

please stand as you are able.

Crucifer

Opening Acclamation

BCP 355

Celebrant

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
BCP 355
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria S236

John Rutter
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Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct
and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
The Blessing of the Children and Dismissal to Children’s Chapel

Children ages three to kindergarten are invited to come forward.
The First Reading: Wisdom 7:26-8:1
For wisdom is a reflection of eternal light, a spotless mirror of the working of God, and an image of his goodness. Although she is but one, she can do all things, and while remaining in herself, she renews all things; in every generation she
passes into holy souls and makes them friends of God, and prophets; for God loves nothing so much as the person who
lives with wisdom. She is more beautiful than the sun, and excels every constellation of the stars. Compared with the light
she is found to be superior, for it is succeeded by the night, but against wisdom evil does not prevail. She reaches mightily
from one end of the earth to the other, and she orders all things well.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 116:1-8
1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the
voice of my supplication,*
because he has inclined his ear to me
whenever I called upon him.
2

The cords of death entangled me;
the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
I came to grief and sorrow.

3

Then I called upon the Name of the LORD: *
‘O LORD, I pray you, save my life!’

4

Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; *
our God is full of compassion.

5

The LORD watches over the innocent; *
I was brought very low, and he helped me.

BCP 759
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6

Turn again to your rest, O my soul, *
for the LORD has treated you well.

7

For you have rescued my life from death, *
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.

8 I will walk in the presence of the Lord *
in the land of the living.
The Second Reading: James 3:1-12
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged with
greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep
the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole
bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very
small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a
world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species
of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can
tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who
are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not
to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and
sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Houston

At the Sequence: Hymn 471

The Gospel Reading: Mark 8:27-38
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He
asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them
not to tell anyone about him. Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” He called the
crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and
for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed,
what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Homily: The Rev. Dr. Stuart Higginbotham
Presentation and Examination of the Candidates
Celebrant
The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

BCP 301

Parents and Godparents I present Elliott Xavier Marshall to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
I present Silas Allott Smith to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
Celebrant

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith
and life?

Parents and Godparents I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?

Parents and Godparents I will, with God’s help.
Page 4

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the infants and
younger children
Question

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?

Answer

I renounce them.

Question

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?

Answer

I renounce them.

Question

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?

Answer

I renounce them.

Question

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?

Answer

I do.

Question

Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?

Answer

I do.

Question

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?

Answer

I do.

All stand
Celebrant

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?

People

We will.

Celebrant

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?

BCP 304

People

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born
of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Celebrant

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?

People
Celebrant
People

I will, with God’s help.
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?

People

I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

People

I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?

People

I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidates

BCP 305

Celebrant

Let us now pray for Elliott Xavier, Silas Allott who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth.

Leader

Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.

People

Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader

Open their hearts to your grace and truth.

People

Lord, hear our prayer.
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Leader

Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.

People

Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader

Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.

People

Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader

Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.

People

Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader

Send them into the world in witness to your love.

People

Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader

Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.

People

Lord, hear our prayer.

Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen.
Thanksgiving over the Water
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it
you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism
of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from
the bondage of sin into everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection.
Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those
who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and born
again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Baptism
Elliott Xavier, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Elliott Xavier, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.
Silas Allott, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Silas Allott, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness
of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and
discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all
your works. Amen.
Celebrant

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

Celebrant and People We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified,
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.
Please stand as you are able.

The Peace
Celebrant

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.
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The Offertory Please be seated.

We Praise Thee, O God from Dettigen Te Deum

Georg Frideric Handel

Parish Choir
We praise thee, O God. We acknowledge thee to be the Lord.

Old 100th

At the Presentation: Hymn 380

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving

Please stand as you are able.

BCP 361

Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People

We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth.
Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your kingdom, and
given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus: Hymn S125

Richard Proulx

Please stand or kneel as you are able.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me."
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
The Lord's Prayer

BCP 364

The Breaking of the Bread
The Fraction Anthem: Hymn S161

Celebrant

Behold who you are: The Body of Christ.

People

May we become what we receive.

David Hurd

Please be seated.
New Britain

Communion Hymn 671
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Prayer after Communion
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Please kneel or stand as you are able.

BCP 365

Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn 688

Please stand.

Ein Feste Burg

The Dismissal
Postlude

Caprice sur les grands jeux from Suite du Deuxieme Ton

Louis-Nicolas Clerambault

Services at Grace Church are live-streamed/recorded so that we may include those who cannot be with us physically.
www.gracechurchgainesville.org/photo-video-policy

Copyrights:
S236 © 1985, Oxford University Press, Inc.;
S125 Copyright © 1971, 1977, G.A.I. Publications, Inc.;
S161 Copyright © 1981, G.A.I. Publications, Inc.;
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-701954
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THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF ATLANTA
The Right Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop
GRACE CHURCH CLERGY AND STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Stuart Higginbotham, Rector, stuart@gracechurchgainesville.org
The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Park, Senior Associate Rector, cynthia@gracechurchgainesville.org
The Rev. Mary Hemmer Demmler, Priest Associate
The Rev. Edgar Otero, Transitional Deacon, edgar@gracechurchgainesville.org
Lynn Swanson, Interim Organist/Choir Director, lswanson@gracechurchgainesville.org
Cheryl Kelley, Director of Christian Formation, ckelley@gracechurchgainesville.org
Reba Page, Parish Administrator/Finance, rpage@gracechurchgainesville.org
Brenda Morgan, Executive Assistant to the Clergy, bmorgan@gracechurchgainesville.org
Jennifer Williams, Director of Communication, jwilliams@gracechurchgainesville.org
Jeremy Landers, Facility Manager, jlanders@gracechurchgainesville.org
Jessica Voyles, Ministry Coordinator, office@gracechurchgainesville.org
VESTRY & OFFICERS
Class 0f 2022
JoAnn Manring—Compassion, Participation
Gail Sargent—Compassion, Participation
Dan Scott—Senior Warden
Mike Whitmire—Administration
Class of 2023
Newsom Cummings—Participation
Chaudron Gille—Administration
Tom Rossi—Liturgy & Creative Expression, Formation
Christy Wagner—Formation
Class 0f 2024
Barbara Batog—Liturgy & Creative Expression
Vance Holifield—Administration
Daniel Grizzle—Compassion, Liturgy & Creative Expression
Sonja McLendon—Administration, Formation
Callie Flack—Treasurer
Doug McDuff—Assistant Treasurer
Susan Lahey—Clerk of the Vestry
Jason Voyles—Chancellor
CHILDREN OF GRACE PRESCHOOL
Meg McPeek, Director, mmcpeek@gracechurchgainesville.org
Liz Katz, Assistant Director, lkatz@gracechurchgainesville.org
Office Hours: 9 AM – 1PM
Phone: 770-536-9088
Website: www.gracechurchgainesville.org/cog
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Grace Episcopal Church
Corner of Washington Street and Boulevard
Mailing address: 422 Brenau Avenue, Gainesville, GA 30501
770-536-0126 www.gracechurchgainesville.org/graceathome/

