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Fourth Sunday of Easter  Year B 

 April 21, 2024 

                                                 

  

Our Mission 

          Grace Episcopal Church is a congregation in communion with all that is in God, seen and unseen.  

                     We are led by the example of Jesus Christ and are empowered by the Holy Spirit  

                          to support each other through prayer, formation, worship, and service.  

 

Our Vision 
 

                                      We will welcome all with kindness, acceptance, and love, with God’s help.  
      We are Grace, grounded in faith and relentless in compassion. 

 



   Holy Eucharist Rite I     8:15AM  
 

Helpful notes: The 8:15 early service is a simple, contemplative service that offers you a time and space for prayer. It uses 
the more traditional language that can be found within the Anglican Tradition and primarily comes from the earlier 1928 
Book of Common Prayer. Please feel free to take advantage of the quiet space before the service begins for your personal 
devotions.  
 

Community Minute 

 

The Word of God  
 

Opening Acclamation                                                                                                                                                BCP 323  
 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 

People  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia.    

 

Collect for Purity                                                                                                                                                        BCP 323  
 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 

of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Gloria                                                                                                                                                                         BCP 324 
 

The Collect of the Day  
 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of thy people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who 

calleth us each by name, and follow where he doth lead; who, with thee and the Holy Spirit, liveth and reigneth, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The First Reading: Acts 4:5-12                                                                                                                          Leaflet, page 3   
 

Psalm 23                                                                                                                                                            Leaflet, page 4  
 

The Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24                                                                                                                Leaflet, page 4   
 

The Gospel Reading: John 10:11-18                                                                                                                 Leaflet, page 4   
 

The Homily: The Rev. Dr. Brandon Nonnemaker 
 

The Nicene Creed                                                                                                                                             Leaflet, page 5                                                                 
 

The Prayers of the People                                                                                                                                 Leaflet, page 5   
 

The Peace                                                                                                                                                                  BCP 332  
 

The Offertory  
 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer I                                                                                                           BCP 333  
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                                                      BCP 336  
 

The Breaking of the Bread                                                                                                                                        BCP 337  
 

Communion of the People  
 

Prayer after Communion                                                                                                                                           BCP 339  
 

The Blessing  
   

The Dismissal                                                                                                                                                             BCP 339  
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Holy Eucharist Rite II    10:45AM  
 

                                                                        Guest oboist, Rebecca Collins   

                                                                                    

Prelude                                                                            Sicilienne                                                      Cimarosa (1794-1801)                       

                                                                                                                                                               arr. Arthur Benjamin 

 

Community Minute                                                                    
 

Helpful notes: The word “liturgy” means “the public work of the people that has a personal cost.” We invest our energy 
and resources into our common prayer. The opening portion of the liturgy invites us to gather in this space at this time, 

bringing all of ourselves into this shared worship as we focus our attention on God’s love for us. We are made more aware 
of our union with God and with one another as we remember that our worship of God is the core element of our lives as 

Christians.  

 

The Word of God  

 

At the Entrance: Hymn 334                                                                                                             Alles ist an Gottes Segen                          
 

The Opening Acclamation                                                                                                                                       BCP 355 
 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 

People  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia.    
 

Collect for Purity                                                                                                                                                       BCP 355 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Gloria: Hymn S280                                                                                                               
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The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant      The Lord be with you. 

People           And also with you. 
 

Celebrant      Let us pray. 
 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who 

calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen.  
 

The Blessing of the Children and Dismissal to Children’s Chapel 
 

                     Children ages three through second grade are invited to come forward.  
 

 

People: God of all, We pray for our children as they learn about you and your Word. May they live fully, love well, and 
honor the light of Christ within themselves and within others. Amen.  
 

Helpful notes: Our attention now turns to the assigned texts for the day, as we listen for the Spirit’s guidance through an-
cient texts that connect with our present circumstances.  We remember that it is not so much that “we read the texts,” as it 
is that “the Spirit reads us through the texts.” Following the readings and hymn, the preacher will offer a sermon that seeks 
to help nurture our personal and communal reflection.  
 

The First Reading: Acts 4:5-12 
 

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Al-

exander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they in-

quired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of 
the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked 

how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before 

you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This 

Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ There is salvation in no one else, 

for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”  
 

Reader    The Word of the Lord. 

People    Thanks be to God.                             
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The Gradual: Psalm 23      sung by all, monotone                                                                                                    BCP  587 
 

1    The LORD is my shepherd; * 

          I shall not be in want. 
 

2    He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

          and leads me beside still waters. 
 

3 He revives my soul * 

   and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

   I shall fear no evil; * 

         for you are with me; 

         your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 

   you have anointed my head with oil, 

   and my cup is running over. 
 

6    Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

          and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

The Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24 
 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. How does 

God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? Little chil-

dren, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this we will know that we are from the truth and 

will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 

everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever 

we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we should be-

lieve in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his command-

ments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

At the Sequence: Hymn 243                                                                                                                                      Salvation                          

 

The Gospel Reading: John 10:11-18 

Priest    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd 

and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 

scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I 

know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 

sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there 

will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up 

again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take 

it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”  
 

Priest    The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Homily: The Rev. Dr. Brandon Nonnemaker 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Page 4 

http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster3_RCL.html#ps1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster4_RCL.html#nt1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster4_RCL.html#gsp1


The Nicene Creed   said by all                                                                                                                                   BCP 358  
 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

             in accordance with the Scriptures;    

        he ascended into heaven 

             and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

             and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People Form III                                                                                                                          BCP 387                          
  

 Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for our Presiding Bishop, Michael; our bishop, Robert; priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world. 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
  

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Remembering parishioners Tom Mundy, Donna Wingfield, Joe and Sandy Thornton; have compassion on those who suf-

fer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
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We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

 Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

Grace Episcopal Church is a congregation in communion with all that is in God, seen and unseen. We are led by the 

example of Jesus Christ and are empowered by the Holy Spirit to support each other through prayer, formation, wor-

ship, and service. 

We will welcome all with kindness, acceptance, and love, with God’s help. We are Grace, grounded in faith and relentless in 
compassion. 
 

The Peace 
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

Please be seated.     
 

Helpful notes: We have arrived at the point of the liturgy that focuses our attention on Christ’s presence with us in the Holy 
Eucharist.  “Eucharist” means “thanksgiving,” and we are called to remember our gratitude to God for the blessings of our 
lives. Together, we share in Holy Communion, which we believe is the Real Presence of Christ both within the bread and 
wine and within each soul present.  We offer ourselves and visualize ourselves on the altar, as we pray for a transformation of 
heart that will nurture our ongoing lives.  
      

The Offertory Anthem                                              The Lord is my Shepherd                                                        John Rutter  

                                                                                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                   

At the Presentation: Hymn 205  verses 1, 5                                                                                                         Gelobt sei Gott                       
 

The Holy Communion  

 

The Great Thanksgiving         Please stand as you are able.                                                                                           BCP 361  
 

Eucharistic Prayer A 

                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Celebrant  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 

earth. (the Celebrant will offer a prayer for the day)  
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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The Lord is my shepherd: therefore can I lack nothing. He shall feed me in a green pasture:  

and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. He shall convert my soul: and bring me  

forth in the paths of righteousness, for his Name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the  
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;  thy rod and thy staff  

comfort me. Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me: thou hast  

anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full. But thy loving-kindness and mercy  

shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  



Sanctus: Hymn S130                                                                                                           
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Celebrant  
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become sub-

ject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live 

and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

Celebrant  
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constan-

cy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

People and Celebrant  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
  

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Fraction Anthem: Hymn S154                                                                                                                                                                     
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Celebrant       Behold who you are: The Body of Christ.  

People           May we become what we receive.  
 

Please be seated.  
 

Communion Music                                                   Partita No. 2 in G                                            Georg Philipp Telemann                

                                                                               Rebecca Collins, oboist                                                           (1681-1767)                       

                                                                                                                                 figured bass realization Walter Bergmann 

 
                  
Prayer after Communion      Please kneel or stand as you are able.                                                                           BCP 365  
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Helpful notes: We remember now that we have not left the world; rather, we have brought our entire selves into this time 
and space to be transformed by the Spirit’s presence in our hearts.  Now, we give thanks for this time of shared prayer, and 
we look toward the ways we can embody the Light of Christ in the world.  
 

The Blessing 

 

Closing Hymn 296                                                                                                                                                    Engelberg                          

 

The Dismissal  

 

Postlude                                                                            March in D                                                               Henry Purcell  

                                                                                                                                                                               (1659-1695)  

 

 

 

We invite visitors and newcomers to fill out a Welcome Card, online at www.gracechurchgainesville.org/welcome or in the 

pew, so we can share additional information about Grace Church and answer any questions you may have. 

 

 

Services at Grace Church are live-streamed/recorded so that we may include those who cannot be with us physically. 

www.gracechurchgainesville.org/photo-video-policy 
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All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-701954).  

Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Pension Fund, except where noted below: 

Hymn 334 Words: Howard Charles Adie Gaunt (b. 1902), alt.  Music: Alles ist an Gottes Segen, melody att. Jo-

hann Balthasar König  (1691-1758), alt.; harm. Johann Löhner  (1645-1705), after chorale ver. Johann Sebastian 

Bach (1685-1750)  Hymn 334 Words: By permission of Oxford University Press. S280 Setting: Robert Powell (b. 

1932) Hymn 243  Words: Jan Struther (1901-1953), alt.  Music: Salvation, melody from Kentucky Harmony, 1816 

Hymn 243 Words: By permission o f Oxford University Press. Hymn 205  Words: Cyril A. Alington (1872-1955), 

alt. St. 5. Norman Mealy (b. 1923)  Music: Gelobt sei Gott, Melchior Vulpius (1560?-1616)  Hymn 205 Words: 

By permission of Hymns Ancient & Modern Limited St.5, Copyright © 1971 by Walton Music Corporation, 

Used by permission. Hymn S130  Setting: From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard 

Proulx (b. 1937) S130 Adaptation copyright © 1985, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. Hymn S154  Setting: From New 
Plainsong; David Hurd (h.1950)S-154 Copyright © 1981, G.I.A. Publications, Inc.   Hymn  296  Words: John 

Brownlow Geyer (b.1932), alt. Music: Engelberg, Charles Villiers Staanford (1852-1924)  Hymn 296 Words: Used 

by permission of the author. Postlude: Partita No. 2 in G, Georg Philipp Telemann (1681-1767) figured bass reali-

zation Walter Bergmann. 

 
  

 

 



THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF ATLANTA 

The Right Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop 
 

GRACE CHURCH CLERGY AND STAFF 

The Rev. Stuart Higginbotham, DMin., Rector, stuart@gracechurchgainesville.org 

The Rev. Cynthia Park, PhD., Senior Associate Rector, cynthia@gracechurchgainesville.org 

 The Rev. Brandon Nonnemaker, EdD., Associate Rector for Children, Youth & Families 

brandon@gracechurchgainesville.org  

 The Rev. Mary R. Hemmer, Priest Associate  

Lynn Swanson, Music Director/Organist, lswanson@gracechurchgainesville.org   

Reba Page, Parish Administrator/Finance, rpage@gracechurchgainesville.org 

Brenda Morgan, Executive Assistant to the Clergy, bmorgan@gracechurchgainesville.org 

Jennifer Williams, Director of Communication, jwilliams@gracechurchgainesville.org 

Jeremy Landers, Facility Manager, jlanders@gracechurchgainesville.org 

Jessica Voyles, Ministry Coordinator, office@gracechurchgainesville.org 
 

VESTRY & OFFICERS    

To contact vestry members please go to the  
parish website to the “about” tab. 

 

Term ends 2025 

Frank Rinker—Administration, Compassion 

Julia Greene—Junior Warden 

Beth Neidenbach—Participation, Formation, Compassion 

Sally Pittman—Participation, Formation 
 

Term ends 2026 

Jim Brim—Compassion 

Stuart Deaderick—Senior Warden 

Helen Scovill—Compassion 

Anita Smith—Compassion, Formation, Liturgy & Creative Expression 
 

Term ends 2027 

Sue Bowron—Administration, Liturgy & Creative Expression 

Kimberley Boyd—Compassion 

Steve Carlson—Administration 

Cheryl Kelley—Formation, Compassion 
 

Amy Munn—Treasurer 

Doug McDuff—Assistant Treasurer 

Susan Lahey—Clerk of the Vestry 

Jason Voyles—Chancellor 
 

CHILDREN OF GRACE PRESCHOOL 

Meg McPeek, Director, mmcpeek@gracechurchgainesville.org 

Liz Katz, Assistant Director, lkatz@gracechurchgainesville.org 

Office Hours: 9 AM – 1PM 

Phone: 770-536-9088 

Website: www.gracechurchgainesville.org/cog 

                         Grace Episcopal Church 
                                        Main entrance on Boulevard 

                 Office address: 422 Brenau Avenue, Gainesville, GA  30501 

               Phone: 770-536-0126    Website: www.gracechurchgainesville.org      


