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Our Mission 

Grace Episcopal Church is a congregation in communion with all that is in God, seen and unseen.  

We are led by the example of Jesus Christ and are empowered by the Holy Spirit  

to support each other through prayer, formation, worship, and service.  

 

Our Vision 

We will welcome all with kindness, acceptance, and love, with God’s help.  
We are Grace, grounded in faith and relentless in compassion. 

PALM sunday 

THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 

MARCH 24, 2024    8:15 & 10:45 AM 



Holy Eucharist Rite I  8:15AM 

The Liturgy of the Palms 
 

On this day, the congregation gathers on the front porch (or in the  
parish hall in the event of inclement weather) so that all may go into the church in procession. 

 

 

The Anthem and Collect                                                    Leaflet, page 2 
 

The Gospel of the Palms: Mark 11:1-11                                                                                                     Leaflet, page 2 
 

The Blessing of the Palms                                                                                                                           Leaflet, page 2 
 

The congregation processes into the church, after which the liturgy continues. 
 

The Procession 
 

Celebrant Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People  Hosanna in the highest. 
Celebrant Let us go forth in peace; 

People  In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

 

The Collect of the Day                                                                                                             
Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards mankind, hast sent thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ to 

take upon him our flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow the example of his great 

humility: Mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of his patience, and also be made partakers of his 

resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a                                                              Reader: Linden Gaspar             Leaflet, page 4 
 

The Gradual Psalm 31:9-16                                                                       Reader: Linden Gaspar            Leaflet, page 4 
 

The Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11                                                    Reader: Del Mixon                Leaflet, page 4  
 

The Passion Gospel: Mark 14:1-15:47                                                                                            Readers: Chip Branch 

                                                                                                                                                                       Jason Voyles   

                                                                                                                                 The Rev. Dr. Brandon Nonnemaker 
                                                                                                                                      
 

The congregation may be seated for the first part of The Passion.   
Please stand at the reference to Golgotha. 

 

The Homily: The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Park 
 

The Prayers of the People  Form III                                                            Reader: Linden Gaspar         Leaflet, page 5 
 

The Peace 
 

The Offertory 
 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer I                                                                                                     BCP 333 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                  BCP 336 
 

Communion of the People 
 

Prayer after Communion                                                                                     BCP 339  
 

Blessing and Dismissal   
 

Tolling of the Bells 
 

Silent Procession 
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The Palm Sunday Liturgy at 10:45AM       
 

The Liturgy of the Palms 
 

On this day, the congregation gathers at the Brenau fountain (or in the  
parish hall in the event of inclement weather), so that all may go into the church in procession. 

 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

The Anthem and Collect 

Celebrant  Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People   Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of 

those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
   
The Gospel of the Palms: Mark 11:1-11  
 

A reading from the Gospel of Mark   

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his 

disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a 
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The 
Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the 

street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told 

them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on 

it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in 

the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes 
in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  Then 
he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he 

went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 

Priest  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God 

 

The Blessing of the Palms 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant 

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by 

those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, 

and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to 

eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Procession 
 

Celebrant Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People  Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant Let us go forth in peace; 

People  In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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Hymn 154                                                                                                                                        Valet will ich dir geben 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Helpful notes: The word “liturgy” means “the public work of the people that has a personal cost.” We invest our energy and 
resources into our common prayer. The opening portion of the liturgy invites us to gather in this space at this time, bringing all of 

ourselves into this shared worship as we focus our attention on God’s love for us. We are made more aware of our union with God 

and with one another as we remember that our worship of God is the core element of our lives as Christians.  
 

The Collect of the Day                                                                                                             
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take 

upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant 

that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Blessing of the Children and Dismissal to Children’s Chapel 
 

                     Children ages three through second grade are invited to come forward.  
 

 

People: God of all, We pray for our children as they learn about you and your Word. May they live fully, love well, and 

honor the light of Christ within themselves and within others. Amen.  
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The First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a                                                                                                     Reader: Marsha Kump 
 

                                                                                                

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by 

morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not 

rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the 

beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who 

will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the 

Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them 

up.  
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gradual Psalm 31:9-16   chanted by the Grace Parish choir                                                                          BCP 623 
                                                                    

 

9 Have mercy on me,  O LORD, for I am in trouble;* 

            my eye is consumed with sorrow,  

             and also my throat and my belly. 
 

10 For my life is wasted with grief, 

       and my years with sighing;* 

             my strength fails because of affliction,  

 and my bones are consumed. 
 

11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 

 a dismay to those of my acquaintance; 

 when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
 

12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; 

 I am as useless as a broken pot.                                                              
 

13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 

       fear is all around;* 

 they put their heads together against me;  

             they plot to take my life. 
 

14   But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 

 I have said, "You are my God." 
 

15 My times are in your hand; * 

 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 

 and from those who persecute me. 
 

16 Make your face shine upon your servant, * 

 and in your loving-kindness save me.”                     
 

The Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11                                                                                             Reader: Susan Lahey 
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality 

with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 

cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

The Sequence: Hymnal 313  verses 1, 2                                                                                         Jesus, meine Zuversicht                         
 

The Passion Gospel: Mark 14:1-15:47                                     Readers: Sue Bowron, Nancy Richardson, Dana Riedinger                           
 

        The congregation may be seated for the first part of The Passion.  Please stand at the reference to Golgotha. 
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The Homily: The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Park 

                                                            
The Prayers of the People Form III                                                                                                                      BCP 387                              
   

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for the clergy, staff, and vestry of this parish; our Presiding Bishop, Michael; our bishop, Robert; priests and 

deacons;  

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world. 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Remembering especially parishioner Gail Sargent. Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble. 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Remembering especially parishioner Bill Brady, husband of parishioner Mary Brady, give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

We are led by the example of Jesus Christ and are empowered by the Holy Spirit to support each other through 

prayer, formation, worship, and service. 

 
Helpful notes: We have arrived at the point of the liturgy that focuses our attention on Christ’s presence with us in the 
Holy Eucharist.  “Eucharist” means “thanksgiving,” and we are called to remember our gratitude to God for the 
blessings of our lives. Together, we share in Holy Communion, which we believe is the Real Presence of Christ both 

within the bread and wine and within each soul present.  We offer ourselves and visualize ourselves on the altar, as we 

pray for a transformation of heart that will nurture our ongoing lives.  

 

The Offertory                                             When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                 Lowell Mason/Gilbert Martin 

                                                                                    Parish Choir          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
                                                                                     

At the Presentation: Hymn 149  verses 1, 3                                                                                                         Old 124th                               
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When I survey the wondrous cross where the young Prince of Glory died,  

my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.  

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the cross of Christ, my God:  

all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood.  

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down!  

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?  
 Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small;  

love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 



The Holy Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving  Please stand as you are able.                                                                                   BCP 361 
 

Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant    It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he 

might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the source of eternal salvation for all 

who put their trust in him.  
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 

ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus 114                                                                                                                                                    Healey Willan                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Please stand or kneel as you are able.  
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me." 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of 

new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 

constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 

honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,    
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                                                 BCP 364 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Breaking of the Bread  
 

The Fraction Anthem: Hymn S161                                                                                                                  David Hurd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Celebrant       Behold who you are: The Body of Christ.  

People           May we become what we receive.  
 

Please be seated.  
 

Page 7 



Communion Music                                           
                        

                      Hymn 168                                                                                                                      Herzlich tut mich verlangen   
                         
                                                                                                                            

Prayer after Communion      Please kneel or stand as you are able.                                                                       BCP 365 
 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Helpful notes: We remember now that we have not left the world; rather, we have brought our entire selves into this 

time and space to be transformed by the Spirit’s presence in our hearts.  Now, we give thanks for this time of shared 

prayer, and we look toward the ways we can embody the Light of Christ in the world.  
 

The Blessing  
 

Closing Hymn 171                                                                                                                                                        Petra 
 

The Dismissal  
 

Postlude                                                          Stabat Mater Dolorosa                                                     Edmond Lemaigre  

 
We invite visitors and newcomers to fill out a Welcome Card, online at www.gracechurchgainesville.org/welcome  

or in the pew, so we can share additional information about Grace Church and answer any questions you may have. 

 
 

Services at Grace Church are live-streamed/recorded so that we may include those who cannot be with us physically. 

www.gracechurchgainesville.org/photo-video-policy 
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All music is reprinted by permission under www.OneLicense.net (license number A-701954).  

Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Pension Fund, except where noted below: 

Hymnal 154 Words: Theodulph of Orleans (d. 821); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. Music: Valet will ich dir geben, 
melody Melchior Teschner (1584-1635), alt.; harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889) Hymnal 313  Words: John Broownlie 

(1859-1925)  Music: Jesus, meine Zuversicht, melody Johann Cruger (1598-1662);  harm. After The Chorale Book for England, 
1863 Anthem: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Lowell Mason/Gilbert Martin 1970 by Theodore Presser Co., Bryn Mawr, 

Pa. 312-40785 Hymn 149 Words: Thomas H. Cain (b.1931) Music: Old 124th, melody Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551; 

harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944) Words: ©1982, Thomas H Cain Sanctus S114 Setting: From Missa de Sancta 

Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1880-1968)  By permission of Oxford University Press Hymn Fraction S161 Setting from 

New Plainsong; David Hurd (b1950) Copyright © 1981, G.I.A. Publications, Inc.Hymn 168 Words: Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676); 

sts. 1-3 and 5, tr. Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930); st. 4, tr. James Waddell Alexander (1804-1859), alt. Music: Herzlich tut 
mich verlangen (Passion Chorale), Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612); adapt. and harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) Hymn 

171 Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854) Music: Petra, Richard Redhead (1820-1901)Processional Stabat Mater Dolorosa                                
Edmond Lemaigre Copyright 1915, by the Boston Music Co. 

http://www.gracechurchgainesville.org/welcome
http://www.gracechurchgainesville.org/photo-video-policy


Holy Week        
 

7PM—March 28, Maundy Thursday Service 
 

                                        9:00AM—March 29, Community Good Friday Service, First Methodist Church 
 

   12N— March 29, Good Friday Service, Grace Episcopal Church 
 

The nave will be open until 3:00 PM for individuals and families to reflect on the Stations of the Cross.  
 
 

Easter Services at Grace Episcopal Church 
 

   7PM— Holy Saturday, March 30,  The Great Vigil of Easter (with incense)  
 
 

9AM—Sunday, March 31, Easter Day, The Sunday of the Resurrection 
 

9-11AM—Continental Breakfast  
 

11AM—Sunday, March 31, Easter Day, The Sunday of the Resurrection 
 

12:15PM—Easter Egg Hunt 
 

 

*No Christian Education, No Children’s Chapel 
* Nursery available age 4 & under.   
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                         Grace Episcopal Church 
                                        Main entrance on Boulevard 

                 Office address: 422 Brenau Avenue, Gainesville, GA  30501 

               Phone: 770-536-0126    Website: www.gracechurchgainesville.org      



THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF ATLANTA 

The Right Rev. Robert C. Wright, Bishop 

 

GRACE CHURCH CLERGY AND STAFF 

The Rev. Stuart Higginbotham, DMin., Rector, stuart@gracechurchgainesville.org 

The Rev. Cynthia Park, PhD., Senior Associate Rector, cynthia@gracechurchgainesville.org 

 The Rev. Brandon Nonnemaker, EdD., Associate Rector for Children, Youth & Families 

brandon@gracechurchgainesville.org  

 The Rev. Mary R. Hemmer, Priest Associate  

Lynn Swanson, Music Director/Organist, lswanson@gracechurchgainesville.org   

Reba Page, Parish Administrator/Finance, rpage@gracechurchgainesville.org 

Brenda Morgan, Executive Assistant to the Clergy, bmorgan@gracechurchgainesville.org 

Jennifer Williams, Director of Communication, jwilliams@gracechurchgainesville.org 

Jeremy Landers, Facility Manager, jlanders@gracechurchgainesville.org 

Jessica Voyles, Ministry Coordinator, office@gracechurchgainesville.org 

 

VESTRY & OFFICERS    

To contact vestry members please go to the  
parish website to the “about” tab. 

 

Term ends 2025 

Frank Rinker—Administration, Compassion 

Julia Greene—Junior Warden 

Beth Neidenbach—Participation, Formation, Compassion 

Sally Pittman—Participation, Formation 

 

Term ends 2026 

Jim Brim—Compassion 

Stuart Deaderick—Senior Warden 

Helen Scovill—Compassion 

Anita Smith—Compassion, Formation, Liturgy & Creative Expression 

 

Term ends 2027 

Sue Bowron—Administration, Liturgy & Creative Expression 

Kimberley Boyd—Compassion 

Steve Carlson—Administration 

Cheryl Kelley—Formation, Compassion 

 

Amy Munn—Treasurer 

Doug McDuff—Assistant Treasurer 

Susan Lahey—Clerk of the Vestry 

Jason Voyles—Chancellor 

 

CHILDREN OF GRACE PRESCHOOL 

Meg McPeek, Director, mmcpeek@gracechurchgainesville.org 

Liz Katz, Assistant Director, lkatz@gracechurchgainesville.org 

Office Hours: 9 AM – 1PM 

Phone: 770-536-9088 

Website: www.gracechurchgainesville.org/cog 




